
 

 
Rose Care 

 
Planting 
 
Location: Plant in an area that receives full sun (at least 6 hours); preferably morning 
sun. Roses need very good drainage, so plant in a raised bed, about 6 to 12 inches 
above the ground. 
 
Soil: Build beds with a well-draining soil, or mix your own by using 2/4 Life Below, 1/4 
sand, and MicroLife Acidifier. It's a good idea to prepare the bed a week or two before 
you plant. 
 
Spacing: Know the mature size of the variety you are planting and place your roses with  
enough space to avoid crowding later. Good air circulation is a must. 
 
Planting: Dig a hole twice as wide as the container and deep enough so that the bud  
union is 2" above the ground. Put a handful of bone meal at the bottom of the hole, and  
mix some in with the planting soil - this will encourage strong root growth. Fill in the soil  
around the root ball and water it down. 
 
Watering 
 
Water your roses regularly, keeping soil evenly moist but not overwatering. They need 
at least 2 inches of water a week. Avoid watering late in the day - the earlier the better. 
Do  
not water the leaves! Water the soil only. Moisture on the leaves provides the perfect  
conditions for black spot and other fungus & disease.  
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Mulching 
 
Cover your rose beds with 2-3 inches of shredded bark mulch. This will protect the roots  
from extreme temperatures, retain moisture, and help prevent weeds. 
 
Fertilizing 
 
Do not fertilize your roses right after you plant them - this will burn the roots you are 
trying to establish. Wait until after the first bloom cycle. Fertilize monthly from March to 
August with a good organic fertilizer like Rose-Glo. Don't fertilize after September 15 - 
this will push new growth that can be damaged by cold. To apply fertilizer, rake mulch 
back to the dripline, then evenly spread the fertilizer over the exposed soil. Push the 
mulch back over the area, then water the bed well. 
 
Cleaning 
 
Clean your roses on a regular basis by deadheading spent blooms and removing dead 
or diseased leaves before they fall to the ground. If left underneath the bush, this debris  
creates a breeding ground for pests and disease. When cutting spent blooms, cut the  
cane at a 45 degree angle at the juncture of an outwardly facing 5-leaf leaflet, as this is  
where a new cane will come from. 
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Pruning 



 
 
Antique Roses: Hard pruning is never necessary, but you may wish to lightly prune for  
shape, and it is also a good idea to cut canes that are crossing or growing into the 
center of the bush. If you do, prune after a bloom cycle and don't cut back more than a 
third of the bush. 
 
Modern Roses: Prune them on or around Valentine's Day. First, cut any dead or 
diseased canes. Second, cut away crossing canes. Third, cut canes that are smaller 
than pencil size. Finally, pick the best 4-5 canes in a vase shape and cut the rest of the 
canes away. Remember to cut canes all the way back and don't leave stubs at the base 
of the plant. 
 
Pest & Disease Prevention 
 
If you follow the instructions above - proper location, keeping water off leaves, using  
mulch, feeding regularly, clearing away debris - you are much less likely to encounter  
these problems.  
 
To further prevent them, use an organic fertilizer like MicroLife Humates, which creates 
a huge population of beneficial microbes that activate nutrients in your soil, rejuvenating 
it. If you do have a problem that gets out of hand, we have good organic fungicides & 
insecticides like Revitalize and Safer Soap. If you need help with diagnosis, feel free to 
bring in a cutting of your rose (in a sealed bag, please) and we'll help you find the best 
solution. 
 
We’re always here to answer any other questions you have about roses. Feel free  
to visit or call us with any of your concerns. Happy Planting! 
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